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WASHINGTON

November 30, 1979

Deu' I>2;'~ Geokas;

':hxougb the court.sy of conqressman Vie Fazio, I have learnei 1 of your
significant work. :.t have also reviewed the considerable amotll:\1:of
sU~poJ:t. Wh;lch you have racei ved as a candidate for the Presidl ential
HeClal of- J'reedom.. . . .. "

Since~ no Medals. ~.f tt'eeCtomwere presented this 'fear on July <41,1979,
as _$ ant.ic:ip~~ed,.I felt that a brief explanation of the SElllaction
process and. the status of your candidacy would be in order.

As yqu. know, Presiden:t Carter has presented only four Medus., In 1977,
he a~ded the Medal to Jonas Salkana 'to Dr. Martin Luther 11in;, J-r;..,
in 1.978 he pre$.~~tf!t.d Arthur Goldberg the Medal; and, in 1979,1 he
hono~ep M:arg~~~.'Me.d. On .September ie, 1979, the President annovncad.
his intention to present.the HeClal to Archbishop Iakovos, Pr~lmate of the
Greek...Orthodox Church of North and South America.... .. -

The P1:oC~Ss o{'.valnatinq candidates remains a continuous OD41"and all
of 1:hOse i.ndi v;<iuaJ.s nomina'ted at any time for the MeClalc~11,bue to' be
eligible. . No $pec:"i.f1c ilate or occasion is prescribed for prliisentation
of tJ.1e.Me~~l!. -*4,P;~~sid,p.t CU1;~r has chosen to Daka the aWllrd in a
fair~y' r~d~ iDann~r:a.

. .

As o~. deliber~t.i~~s' continue, I assure you that your name w.l,ll be among
t:hos~ rec;eiv!n; car.ful consideration for this prestigious A'I,ard. Your
con~~tionsC:erta1nly merit evaluation for the highest civ.!.lian .ward
91v~. in th. .U~t~(t:. $1;:at.es..
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M1ch..el c. .Geokas" ~.D.',. Ph.D.
Chief,j., Me41cal' servioe' . .
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